approximately, thirty years old: Nazareth in Galilee (Matt 2:22-23; Luke 3:23). Obviously, proposing Bethlehem as Jesus' place of birth requires explaining the reasons why Mary's son could not have been born in Nazareth, his parents' hometown.
Some Reflections on Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2
In Matthew, the report of the conception, birth and early years of Jesus the child is only associated with Bethlehem of Judea (2:1). Th e mention of the "house" (2:11) leads to the idea that Bethlehem is the town where Joseph and Mary are living at the time of Jesus' birth. Indeed, implicitly, it seems to suggest that they were living there before Jesus was born. Is this a house belonging to Joseph, descendent of David and a member of the family of the great king of Israel? Or are Joseph, Mary and Jesus being accommodated by one of Joseph's relatives, who, like him, belong to David's dynasty?
However, according to Luke, Nazareth is the town where Mary lives and where she is visited by the angel Gabriel, announcing her pregnancy (1:31). In turn, it is not stated explicitly where Joseph comes from nor where he lives. Luke merely says that he has to go to Bethlehem of Judea to comply with the legal obligations of the census decreed by Augustus, and, for this reason, he travels with Mary "from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth" (2:4), to register in "his own city" (2:3). Likewise, shortly aft er Jesus' birth, they return from Judea, "to their own city, Nazareth" (2:39). It seems then that Joseph had two hometowns: Bethlehem and Nazareth. In any case, Joseph is presented as belonging to the family of David, and, thus Bethlehem, David's city, is where he has to go to "register" (ἀπογράψασθαι). Is this irrefutable proof that Joseph was born in Bethlehem? And, if it is not, how many generations ago did his direct ancestors leave Bethlehem and move to Galilee? In any case, according to Luke, it initially seems that Joseph did not have his own house in Bethlehem, nor anyone to put him up, given, as Luke explains, that Mary, his wife, gave birth in a stable.
In terms of the legal situation of Joseph and Mary, Matthew and Luke both state that when Jesus was conceived in Mary's womb, she and Joseph were "betrothed," i.e., legally they were man and wife, but they were not yet living together (Matt 1:18; Luke 1:34). Th e question then is when they started living together as man and wife. According to Matthew, this came about before Jesus was born. Th us, in the middle
